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FROM THE 
DIRECTOR
I can hardly believe that we have completed our third year of full-time campus 
ministry here at ASU and in the Phoenix Valley!  God has indeed been good!  In 
this report you will find a summary of our programs from the past school year, 
including reflections from our student leaders.  On a personal level I had an 
exciting year between knee surgery, being recommended for ordination and being 
a full-time father and husband.

Last summer I was elected as one of the western jurisdiction delegates to serve on 
the coordinating committee for the United Methodist Campus Ministry 
Association.  I work with about a dozen other campus ministers to help strengthen 
campus ministry throughout our denomination.

I was also elected to serve as the president of the Council of Religious Advisors at 
ASU for the 2010-2011 school-year.

As we look to the future here at Valley Wesley we anticipate continued growth in 
ministry with students, ASU, and other local churches and colleges.

One area I would particularly like to expand our ministry in is our work with local 
churches.  We would hope churches do not see us a competitor in ministry, but as 
a resource and an extension of their own ministry to college students.  I personally 
want to offer free consulting to churches who are looking to begin or strengthen 
ministry with college students and young adults in their part of the Valley.  If your 
church is interested I hope you will contact me.

I hope the information in this report gives you an understanding of the important 
work we are doing for the UMC.  Please continue to pray for our ministry and the 
young and exciting leaders that are carrying forward JesusÕ mission to make 
disciples for the transformation of the world. 

Peace and Blessings,
Rev. Rob Rynders (rob@valleywesley.com)

Meet Our Board of Directors!

Co-President- Jim Jeffries, First UMC Phoenix
Co-President- Kay Faris, Grace UMC
Sherry Moore, North Scottsdale UMC
Carl Chasse, St. Matthew UMC
Charla Lindley, Valley Wesley student president
Carol Muggeridge, Dayspring UMC
Jennifer Lazbin, First UMC Gilbert
Kathy Schock, First UMC Tempe
Mike Fisher, Paradise Valley UMC
Rev. Dave Summers
Rev. Buzz Stevens
Rev. Julius Keller
Rev. Sharon Ragland



MISSION/VISION
MISSION
Wesley Foundation’s campus ministry calls students to seek Christ 
with adventurous spirits, questioning minds, and compassionate 
hearts, and to live as faithful servants in the church and the world.

VISION 
The Board of Directors for the ASU Wesley Foundation provides 
active leadership and works with the Executive Director (its 
appointed clergy) to strengthen and grow the campus ministry of the 
United Methodist Church in the Phoenix metropolitan area.  The 
Director, student leadership, and Board of Directors are partners in 
ministry, and are guided by a vision of:

Excellent campus ministry programming that reaches out to United 
Methodist students and the campus at large with a variety of 
opportunities for faith formation and vocational discernment.

• Mid-week worship
• Small groups for faith-sharing 
• Mission and service
• Fellowship
• Mentoring
• Pastoral care
• Engagement with contemporary issues and the interfaith 

community
Engagement with the ASU community that offers connectional and 
educational resources to students and the ASU community as a 
whole.

• Host a large event for the ASU community (concert, carnival, 
etc.)

• Host public lectures in the area of religion/academics (biblical 
scholars, theologians, scientists)

• Offer resources to the ASU community (scholarships, workshops, 
classes)

• Host forums on social and faith issues
• Connect with ASU resources, staff, and faculty

An active presence within the Desert Southwest Annual Conference 
that offers a strong vision of what the Conference as a whole can do 
to support campus ministry.

• Form stronger ties with local youth groups
• Support United Methodist churches in their efforts to do 

ministry with students
• Give sermons and/or mission moments in local congregations to 

garner support
• Participate on Conference Board of Higher Education and 

Campus Ministry
• Advocate for the needs of the program throughout the annual 

conference
• Expansion to other campuses
• Full time funding
• Explore ways we can benefit the annual conference
• Disciple formation and leadership training

An active Board of Directors that participates in the life of the 
campus ministry program, and provides the leadership and 
support necessary to sustain a quality campus ministry. 

• Articulate a vision of vital campus ministry
• Support the Executive Director in implementing that vision
• Ensure that the ministry has the financing, staffing, facilities and 

other resources necessary to sustain that vision
• Evaluate the performance of the board, the ministry, and (in 

conjunction with the cabinet) the executive director
• Training



MISSIONS
During ASU's Spring Break, a number of students from the Wesley Foundation went 
on a mission trip to South Central Los Angeles through Sierra Service Project.  We 
spent the week volunteering on a service project directly in the community and 
learning about local social justice issues.  The work was hard but extremely 
rewarding, and the entire week was enlightening. 

Our work focused on Rakestraw Community Center right in South Central where we 
finished up sanding, painting, and putting in fixtures for several bathrooms.  
Demolition was another project upstairs, a chance for the Wesley folk to punch some 
holes in walls with sledgehammers.  The surrounding community was incredibly 
supportive and friendly, with visits from local residents often to bring food for the 
crew.  The eventual goal is for the community center to re-open for use by a charter 
school that would fund activities and programs at the center for kids and teens in 
need of a positive place to go in the neighborhood.

Venturing through LA, we participated in learning about various issues affecting the 
community.  We took a “toxins tour” of Los Angeles, which comprised of visiting 
lower-income neighborhoods where manufacturing and industry surround their daily 
lives.  There we held a discussion about environmental racism and justice.  
Immigration is also a key topic in LA, similar to what we see in Arizona.  We 
participated in an open dialogue with members of the community about how, as 
United Methodists, we can change the lives and be a voice for our brothers and 
sisters.  Additionally our group visited the local district building, the first completely 
sustainable government building and engaged with constituents about the progress 
being made locally on a variety of issues.

Overall, the week was an amazing way to spend Spring Break.  Trips like these can 
be difficult when faced with the struggles many people go through in life.  However, 
the experience is invaluable and everyone who participates walks away with a sense 
of appreciation and,  more importantly, feeling empowered by God and the example 
of Jesus Christ to make a difference in their respective communities and the world.

By Cara Coleman, Wesley Student and Freshman at ASU

Our students participated in these projects:

UMOM Read-to-Me
UMOM
Homeless ministry at Tempe First UMC
Alternative Spring Break Mission Trip
Health Kits for Haiti 
Open Table Project



MEMBERSHIP
Making Disciples

*Valley Wesley became a full-time ministry at the start of the Õ07-Õ08 School Year
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Since going full-time on July 1, 2007, Valley Wesley has seen 
significant membership growth.  We are in ministry with 
students from Arizona State University, Mesa Community 
College, Scottsdale Community College and various technical 
schools in the valley.

We hope to partner with local churches that wish to be in 
direct ministry with college students, offering training and 
resources to churches that are closer to other community 
colleges and ASU extension campuses. 



PROGRAMS
Making Disciples

Program Highlights:
¥Wednesday night worship (Weekly)
¥Sunday morning worship (Weekly)
¥Bible Study (Weekly)
¥Event with Bishop John Shelby Spong 
¥Labor Day Retreat 
¥Social Events (holiday parties, Diamondbacks 
game,  sporting activities)
¥Spring Break Mission Trip
¥Relevance X Leadership Conference

Wednesday nights at the Wesley Foundation are a wonderful time of 
fellowship and friendship.  The night begins with a meal provided by 
volunteers from local churches.  During this time the students not 
only get a great meal but also have time to visit with each other. The 
night is Þlled with talk and laughter.  It offers students a great break 
from the stress of college life, where they can be among like minded 
friends.   After dinner everyone gathers around for a time of worship.  
Worship begins with wonderful singing led by Aaron Prillaman.  
Some weeks different students share a testimony about a 
meaningful experience in their life.  This allows students to become 
more comfortable with sharing their faith and lets students learn 
more about each other.  Every week Rob, or a guest preacher, 
delivers a sermon that often asks a challenging question.  After the 
sermon the students break off into small group to discuss topics 
brought up in the message.  Following the discussion time, 
communion is served and it is a very special time for all the 
students.  The worship time ends with a prayer time where students 
share their joys and concerns followed by a bit more singing.  

Wednesday nights at Wesley are a very important part of my week. 
They are something I look forward to at the beginning of my week 
and they up lift me to help me Þnish my week well. I truly love the 
time I am able to worship with my friends during the craziness of 
college.

By:

Charla Lindey, Valley Wesley Student President, ASU Graduate 



LEADERSHIP
Developing Christian 
Leaders
This year we continued our task of developing leaders for the United Methodist 
Church.  In February our Leadership Team attended the Relevance X young adult 
ministry conference in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Here are some reflections from our 
worship leader, Aaron Prillaman:

Relevance X was an encouraging and motivating retreat for young
adults. Being held at a great facility at a church in the heart of the
Las Vegas area, many young adults were eager to attend. Retreats are
always an excellent way to grow closer to your Methodist brothers and
sisters both near and far, and this retreat was no different. We were
encouraged in many ways to respond to our duties as Methodist young
adults both later in our local church communities, and immediately at
the conference. We were sent out to do mission work in the city of Las
Vegas immediately during part of the conference. This was a great idea
because it is easy to sit there and listen to a speaker and think
about all the great ways you could help. It is a different thing
entirely to get out of your comfort zone and act immediately. Several
different groups made up of random people from different churches were
asked to collect supplies and money for Haiti. This gave us the
opportunity to make new friends. While gathering the money and
supplies we also built compassion and awareness for the terrible
tragedy there. We were inspired by wonderful music and great speakers,
and had enough free time to experience some new places with close
friends. 

Leadership highlights:
•  Full time music and worship intern, Aaron Prillaman
•  Part time missions and outreach intern, Cara Coleman
•  Student Leadership Team made up of ten students
•  Valley Wesley student president, Charla Lindley
•  Two students attended the United Methodist Exploration 
conference to continue to discern their calls to ordained 
ministry
•Student Forum representative, Sarah Potts
•Two young adult delegates to Annual Conference 



DEVELOPMENT
For the fiscal year 2009-2010 Valley Wesley had a budget of $73,000 broken 
into the following categories:

Campus Minister Travel Food
Administration Leadership Development Program
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4%
1%

4%

82%

Valley Wesley is a ministry of the Desert Southwest 
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church.  
About half of our funding comes from the conference 
while the other half comes from various sources.  Valley 
Wesley is its own extension ministry and is not solely 
associated with any one church.  We have a strong 
partnership with Tempe First UMC, however, we are 
organized and administrated by our own board of 
directors, executive director, and the conference board 
of higher education.  Our funding relies on the 
generous support of other local churches, foundations, 
and individual donors in order for us to remain a full-
time ministry serving ASU and other Phoenix valley 
colleges and universities.  
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We would like to thank the following donors for their 
generous support:

Local Churches
Shepherd of the Hills UMC
North Scottsdale UMC
Paradise Valley UMC
Red Mountain UMC
First Mesa UMC
Grace UMC
Aldersgate UMC
Sun Lakes UMC

Foundations
Tempe First UMC
Phoenix First UMC
Dayspring UMC
Lakeview UMC

UMWs
Central East District UMC
FUMC Phoenix UMC
Creighton UMC
Paradise Valley UMC
Shepherd of the Hills UMC
Shepherd of the Pines UMC
Epworth UMC

Jonathan Katov
Mike Fisher
Melanie and David Little
Paul Thistlethwaite
Living the Questions
Eleanor Akins
Julius Keller
Carl Chasse
Tracy Cruickshank 
Evangelina and Herschel HIll

Individual Donors 
Jeffery Thornburg                          
Mechelle Wendt
Brian Indrelunas
Cynthia Pratt
Robert and Melissa Rynders
James Jefferies
Adriana Granado
Jan and Joel Huffman
Sherry and Clyde Moore

Frieda Willis
Ada and Karl Crawford
Shirley and Paul Mondragon
K.M.W Vann
Tina Godfrey
Ellen White
Heather Rodenborg
Doris Krigbaum
Igor and Jennifer Lazbin

Special thanks to those who provided 
Wednesday night meals...
Tempe First UMC (Various groups and 
individuals)
Scottsdale UMC
Grace UMC 
Desert Chapel UMC
Dayspring UMC
Amy Rop
Carl Chasse
Barb Cogan
Kathy Schock 



THE FUTURE
Creating Intentional 
Community

!A number of students attend worship each week, participate in small 
groups and bible study, in service opportunities and mission trips, and in a 
number of social activities. !Every day of the week you can Þnd Wesley 
students in our student lounge studying, socializing, praying, or just taking a 
break from their day.  Many of our programs have grown naturally or organically 
through students who have become part of our community of faith. !What I 
have witnessed year after year is that our students want to be in continual 
"intentional" community together. !They want to extend their Christian 
relationships beyond a worship service or bible study, they want to help 
encourage one another and hold each other accountable. !They want that 
same sense of belonging that they experience within the "programmed" 
elements of our ministry. !At the end of each year of ministry, various groups of 
Wesley students, who have become friends through our ministry, have decided 
to live together the next school year. !

 Imagine, then, a facility that allows students to be in this "intentional 
community" beyond our programmed events. !Imagine a facility where students 
not only live, but study, hold social events, participate in prayer and bible study, 
discussions, and service projects. !Imagine a facility where students live in a 
place dedicated to an environment of learning, service, and spiritual formation.  
Imagine a facility that encourages dialogue around issues of life and faith, 
offers leadership opportunities for students, and creates creative space for 
writing, art, poetry and music.  Imagine a student community drawn together 
around a covenant of loving God and loving neighbor.
" This is a vision that a company called Newchapter would like to help us 
fulÞll. !Newchapter has proposed to Wesley to build a Student Living Center 
where students will live in intentional Christian community with one another. !
This will not just be a dorm, it will be a place that operates as a home base for 
our college ministry, enabling us to further our mission to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ and to develop leaders for the UMC. !We envision this project as a 
way to immediately boost our Wesley community, reach out to new students, 
provide a unique living community on campus, provide an unparalleled 
presence on campus, and create an income stream for Wesley.

  Proposed Residence Hall:

•66 beds with single and double rooms
•New offices, meeting, and programming rooms
•An outdoor patio and student lounge
•Located at the north end of ASU’s Forest Mall on the 
property of Tempe First UMC
•Exemption that will allow ASU freshmen to live in facility



MEDIA
Online and in the News

You can stay up-to-date with everything happening 
at Valley Wesley through our website and various 
social media sites.

http://valleywesley.com
http://facebook.com/valleywesley
http://twitter.com/valleywesley
http://youtube.com/valleywesley
http://flickr.com/groups/valleywesley

E-mail director@valleywesley.com with your 
questions, comments, and concerns.

Valley Wesley was included in a number of news stories throughout 
the year:

The State Press
¥Open Table Project http://www.statepress.com/2010/03/31/faith-
based-council-aims-to-help-asu-student-facing-poverty/

The Arizona Republic
¥Bishop Spong Speaks at ASU http://www.azcentral.com/news/
articles/2010/02/12/20100212-john-shelby-spong-in-tempe.html

College Union Website
¥Podcast interview with Rob Rynders  http://collegeunion.org/
2010/02/23/interview-with-rob-rynders-valley-wesley-at-asu/

Various Phoenix News Channels
¥Valley Wesley offers spiritual guidance after shooting tragedy at 
ASU- Interviews with Rob Rynders   http://www.kpho.com/video/
21444298/
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